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Cnnor'essmnal Access Blspute .

Colby Sees Data Compromise

in which he sald he was anx-;but he suggested that it would: committee if it had been will-!
ling to wait for him to marshal|

By George Lardner Jr.
Washinzton Post Stalf Writer
The director of the Central
Intellizence Agency yesterday

- said he felt the dispute over!

congressional access to gov-:
ernment secrets could be set-
tled by skirting the “ultimate
question” of who should have
the last word in making them
public.

William E. Colby sald he
felt new procedures could be
hammered out over the week-

. end that would satisfy the

needs of the ‘House intelli-
gence committee for classified
information and still give the
administration ample opportu-

. nity to prevent dama,mg dis-

closures.

Committee Chairman. Otis
G. Pike (D-N.Y\) said after a
meeting with President Ford
Friday that they were still “a

‘long way” from settling the

impasse that Pike has threat.
ened to meet with contempt-

of-Congress citations.

Colby said, however, “the
President’s pretty sure. we
can work something out.”

" He spoke up in an interview

ious to make his views known.
Pike has said he still plans:

at a committee meeting Mon-!

day to press for a vote of con-

fidence from the full House
endorsing the committee’s’ ef-

forts to secure sentitive infor-; made it plain that there is to}own advantage.

mation and testimony from!
the executive branch without
any conditions attached. .

White House and . committee
aides were working over the
weekend in an effort to draft
an agreement that might set-
tle the rift. .

Colby mdlcated that various
procedures were being studied
as refinements: of the commit-
tee’s 24¢-hour rule for giving
notice-to the administration
before: .voting -to- make any
documents public. "

Reportedly, ' the ‘President

might agree to. ‘review person-
ally those records that the
committee still wants-.to make
public in the face of adminis-
tration objections.

- Colby declined fo: discuss
the details of" the.’ proposed
éompromxse under discussion,
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|avond “the ultimate question”
'of who should have the last
!word—the President or- Con-
rgress—and would focus in-
istead on various ways of re-
41easmg disputed information.
Mr. Ford, Colby said, has

be no cover-up of any wrong-
{doing or mistakes. The CIA
director .maintained that the
only issue is how much detail
and in what form such infor-
mation is to be disclosed.

The. dispute with the Pike
committee  began-. Sept. 11,
when -committee-.. members
ivoted to declassify portions of
a top-secret- study showing
that U.S. intelligence agencies
were:“starkly--wrong” about
the 1973 Arab-Israeli war. Sev-
eral- phrases-were ‘deleted at‘
Colby’ srequesgmunme COID-,
| mittee Jrefused “to sitppress A
four-word phrase about Egy-
ptian communications security
that Colby, wanted to keep
secret. -

Colby ‘madé&-p am yester-
day “ that he felt- he might

have been able to persuade the
e et s e, b sl

t

xfymg fully-before the commit-
[tee:*Calby¥: dechned 8733
nt. onthat di .

Pelassified informatiom-or tesu-

his arguments. He said he felt
the phrase ‘“pinpointed our
ahility' to learn certain things
at certain times” and that
other countries could use
knowledge of this fact to their

Colhy said, without nffenng
any details, that he has since
satisfied himself there “is a
good basis for the position 1
took,” but that he was simply
‘unable to convey .it;,to the
committee “in the course of a
single afternoon on the tete-
phone.” ~-

- On Sept. 12, t‘-xe Presxdent
demanded -the return of ally
classified docu:nﬂnts in thé
House. commxttees hands-—an.
‘ultimatum’; that" has’ so “far
been - i-gnored-; ™r.: Ford also

pemns

\vowed . to-..moduce _pg,,mox‘e

montv to -the committed - un-
less it stopped asserting’ the
right to make it public * -

Plkefmdxcated Friday that
the. twg: sidés: may be close to.
a corqpi-onﬁse on . this - scove, |
but ; sald they were stilk far.
ap &

e‘ ]
ket;ﬁ al hu; fop. i)olicymalﬂi{s
in the department from.: testi-]
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